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Purpose

Given the rarity of pancreatic cancer survivors, their voices often remain unheard in society. The purpose
of this study was to explore concerns that pancreatic cancer survivors have regarding their daily lives and the
background behind these concerns, using text mining analysis of interview transcripts.
Results

We conducted semi-structured interviews with 12 patients who had undergone surgery at least 1 year
earlier. All patients provided written informed consent to participate in this study, and gave their permission
for the interviews to be recorded and transcribed. Text mining analysis identified 10 themes related to

” o« ” o« ” o«

concerns as “worry” “symptoms” “side effects” “being happy - a bright feeling” “harsh things” “acceptance”

” o«

“mental” “support of surrounding people” “medical support” and “ingenuity”. Word frequency analysis

revealed that verbs such as “do”, “eat”, and “say”, and nouns such as “doctor”, “child”, “person”, and
“chemotherapy” were the most frequently used. Parsing analysis found that the most frequently used

”

combination of words was “doctor” and “say” often occurring in the context of treatment and daily living.
Conclusions
Pancreatic cancer survivors were found to have concerns related to meals, symptoms, side effects of

treatment, postoperative recovery, and emotional distress from having pancreatic cancer.
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